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Use large gatherings to introduce the importance of preschool attendance and the need to monitor absences



Preschool orientations, back-to-school nights, parent workshops and other family events provide important opportunities for directors and teachers to raise awareness and engage families in dialogue about why attendance is important. Since parents may be reluctant to show up for an event specifically on attendance, it often is more effective to to use attendance as a preamble to other activities or build the topic into broader family occasions. The discussion might include:

Why attendance is so important for young children


	What to say to parents


	Interactive exercise for parents: Washing the Elephant


	Interactive exercise for parents: Illustrating the Gap


	Parent attendance video and discussion guide


	Parent attendance discussion guide (in Spanish)

	Parent attendance video (in Spanish)

	Preschool attendance video

	Preschool attendance video (in Spanish)

	Preschool attendance poster

	Preschool attendance poster (in Spanish)



How families can help monitor and promote good attendance all year long


	Weekly score cards and calendar sheets 

	Monthly score cards and calendar sheets 

	Routines that Rock – Chart for Home Use – Workshop

	Routines that Rock song


	My Family’s Help Bank

	Attendance tips for preschool families

	Attendance tips for preschool families (in Spanish)

	How Sick is Too Sick for School Handout

	How Sick is Too Sick for School Handout (in Spanish)

	Attendance tips bookmark

	Attendance tips bookmark (in Spanish)

	What families can do infographic

	Tips for Nightly Routines

	Student Attendance Success Plan PreK 

	Student Attendance Success Plan PreK (in Spanish)



What rules and expectations govern attendance for your program. Consider creating a handout that explains:


	Procedures families should use for reporting absences

	Steps the preschool will take when a child is absent

	Policy on tardiness





Explore the Early Education Toolkit

	Introduction to the Early Education Toolkit

	Using this Toolkit

	Engaging Families 
	
        Welcome, involve and support families

    
	
        Help families keep children healthy

    
	
        Use large gatherings to introduce the importance of preschool attendance and the need to monitor absences (this page)

    
	
        Use one-on-one conversations to reinforce the importance of attendance and identify particular challenges

    
	
        Continue messaging and recognition events all year long

    
	
        Prepare students and families for kindergarten transition 

    




	Engaging Preschoolers

	Using Attendance Data

	Organizing a Team to Take Action

	Timeline for Messaging







More Toolkits
			

		

	All The Toolkits
	Consulting and Technical Assistance



Newsletter Signup
			Join our newsletter for tips, resources and news.



		

Please enable JavaScript in your browser to complete this form.
Name *First
Last


Email *
State *Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
Outside of U.S.


Role *Administrator
Advocate
Government
Health
Parent
Philanthropist
Practitioner
Researcher
Teacher


Grade Level *Pre-k
K-2
3-5
Middle school
High school
All grades


Place of Work *Local
State
National
All levels
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        				Happy  Community School Coordinator’s Week!! 



Celebrate using the 2023 toolkit! 

Staffed by @IELconnects & @CommSchools, it prepares, supports & mobilizes leaders to advance community schools as a key equity strategy for children, families & communities.  https://www.communityschools.org/coordinators-appreciation-week-2023/ 
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