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Holiday Messaging




Keep Up the Routine of Attendance This Year!




While the 2023-24 school year has started off with less interruptions from Covid-19, we are still grappling with very high levels of chronic absenteeism and lack of family engagement. Some students are still establishing a routine of regular attendance, making it more important than ever to support this rhythm during the holiday season.

Keep in mind that some students and families remain deeply affected emotionally, academically and financially by challenges heighted by the pandemic. During this holiday season, please make time to offer empathy and support to students and families. Be sure to emphasize the lifelong value of daily attendance for well-being, learning and achievement.
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Attendance Works has developed messaging and letters for school leaders hoping to encourage good attendance around the winter holidays. We recommend: 




	Send a letter out (see below) before Thanksgiving and again in the weeks before the longer winter break urging students and families to avoid absences.


	Let them know the date when school will resume.


	Include the name and contact information for the school, and for organizations that can provide support to families if they need help.


	Stress the importance of avoiding unnecessary health-related absences. Consider sharing health flyers and encourage students and families to take steps to stay healthy and avoid getting sick, as well as only miss school if they are truly ill. Every day of school is an important opportunity for students to recover from the uncertainties of the last few years – to learn, connect to peers and teachers and benefit from classroom instructions.


	Plan a special event for the first day after the holiday break to welcome students and staff back. If the school or teachers are equipped to text parents, send a text right before school starts again to remind them of special plans.






We want to express our gratitude to everyone who continues to help students stay engaged, healthy and learning!




	Download a Thanksgiving-themed letter in English and Spanish


	Download a letter to send before the winter break holidays in English and Spanish








More Resources
			

		

	Resources
	Consulting and Technical Assistance
	Usage Policy and Customizing



Newsletter Signup
			Join our newsletter for tips, resources and news.



		

Please enable JavaScript in your browser to complete this form.
Name *First
Last


Email *
State *Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
Outside of U.S.


Role *Administrator
Advocate
Government
Health
Parent
Philanthropist
Practitioner
Researcher
Teacher


Grade Level *Pre-k
K-2
3-5
Middle school
High school
All grades


Place of Work *Local
State
National
All levels
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                    Attendance Works is a national and state initiative that pushes for better policy and practice to improve school attendance.                
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        				Happy  Community School Coordinator’s Week!! 



Celebrate using the 2023 toolkit! 

Staffed by @IELconnects & @CommSchools, it prepares, supports & mobilizes leaders to advance community schools as a key equity strategy for children, families & communities.  https://www.communityschools.org/coordinators-appreciation-week-2023/ 
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