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Does Attendance Really Count in Our State?

 Tool for Self Assessment - (Revised March 27 2014)
	Key Element

	Strength
	OK for Now
	Could Be Better 
	Urgent Gap
	Don’t Know
	How do you know? Who monitors this?

	1. Attendance data is captured in our state longitudinal student data base.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. We have  standard definition of what is chronic absence (ideally missing 10% or more of school for any reason).
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. We promote public awareness about chronic absence, why it matters, and the need for a comprehensive approach that starts with support not punitive action.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. We calculate and make publicly available reports on chronic absence rates (along with other measures of student attendance including ADA,  truancy and satisfactory attendance) by district, school, grade and student sub-population.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. We ensure families received real time data on their children’s attendance and an alert if their child is at risk due to poor attendance. 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Educators receive professional development about early warning signs of academic risk and drop-out including chronic absence and how to address them.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Underperforming and districts schools with high levels of chronic absence are required to address attendance in school improvement plans through positive universal strategies as well as targeted interventions.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Data on chronic absence are used to target and allocate public and community resources with potential to reduce barriers to attendance.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9. Our state policies and budget make improved attendance and reducing chronic absence a priority.  
	
	
	
	
	
	


(Note: Chronic Absence is missing=> 10%  of school over a year including any type of absence; Satisfactory Attendance is missing=< 5% of school over a year)
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