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Lemonade Stand
b_y Myra Cohn Livingston

Every summer
under the shade
we fix up a stand

to sell lemonade.

A stack of cups,
a pitcher of ice,
a shirtboard sign
to tell the price.

A dime for the big,

A nickel for small.
The nickel cup’s short.
The dime cup’s tall.

Plenty of sugar
to make it sweet,
and sometimes cookies

for us to eat.

But when the sun
moves into the shade
it gets too hot

to sell lemonade.

Nobody stops
so we put things away

and drink what’s left
and start to play.



The 2015 Rhode Island Kids Count
Factbook is the 21st annual profile of
the well-being of children in Rhode
Island. The annual Factbook is an
important tool for planning and action
by community leaders, policy makers,
advocates, and others working toward
changes that will improve the quality of
life for all children.

The 2015 Rhode Island Kids Count
Factbook provides a statistical portrait
of the status of Rhode Island’s children
and youth. Information is presented for
the state of Rhode Island, for each city
and town, and for an aggregate of
the four cities in which the highest
percentages of children are living in
poverty. These four core cities are
Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence,
and Woonsocket.

The Factbook provides community-
level information on indicators in order
to emphasize the significance of the
surrounding physical, social and
economic environment in shaping
outcomes for children. Communities
and neighborhoods do matter — the
actions of community leaders, parents,
individuals, businesses, government
leaders, and elected officials greatly
influence children’s chances for success

and the challenges they will face.

By examining the best available data
statewide and in Rhode Island’s 39 cities
and towns, Rhode Island KIDS COUNT
provides an information base that can
result in more effective policy and
community action on behalf of
children. Tracking changes in selected
indicators can help communities to set
priorities, identify strategies to reverse
negative trends, and monitor progress.

The 2015 Rhode Island Kids Count
Fuactbook examines 71 indicators in five
areas that affect the lives of children:
Family and Community, Economic
Well-Being, Health, Safety, and
Education. All areas of child well-being
are interrelated and critical throughout
a child’s development. A child’s safety in
his or her family and community affects
school performance; a child’s economic
security affects his or her health and
education. The 2015 Rhode Island
Kids Count Factbook reflects these
interrelationships and builds a
framework to guide policy, programs,
and individual services on behalf of
children and youth.

Overview

i

Family Economic Security

Children most at risk of not achieving their full potential are children in poverty.

Rhode Island’s child poverty rate was 19.5% between 2009 and 2013, during which time
there were 42,247 children living in families with incomes below the federal poverty
threshold. Many families with incomes above the poverty level also have a difficult time
meeting the high costs of housing, utilities, food, child care, and health care. Access to
affordable and high-quality early learning opportunities, Pre-K to 12 education, health
insurance coverage, housing and nutrition, along with policies that support working
families, are important tools to ensure the economic well-being of Rhode Island families
and to improve child outcomes.

g e

Child Poverty is Concentrated in Four Core Cities

Poverty is linked to every KIDS COUNT indicator. Children most at risk of not
achieving their full potential are children in poverty. Between 2009 and 2013, nearly
two-thirds (64%) of Rhode Island's children living in poverty lived in just four cities.
These communities (Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence, and Woonsocket) are the
four core cities highlighted throughout the Factbook. Children in poverty live in every
community in Rhode Island, but these four communities deserve special attention
because they are where child poverty is most concentrated.

e

Ensuring Educational Attainment for All Children

Improving student achievement and high school graduation rates in Rhode Island will
require focused leadership to ensure that all young children have access to the high
quality early learning experiences, health care, and developmental services needed for
school readiness. Schools and community leaders can implement comprehensive,
evidence-based strategies from birth through third grade that lead to proficiency in
reading and math, maintain high academic standards across the curriculum in all grades,
and ensure that all youth graduate from high school with the skills they need to succeed
in college and in Rhode Island’s workforce.

2015 Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Factbook 5
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Grandma’s Lap
by Joy N. Hulme

Come.

Climb on Grandma’s knee.

Curl up in my lap.

Bring a book to share with me

Before we take our nap.

We'll read and rock and rock and read
Until we start to doze.

Then, with my arms held round you tight,
We'll let our eyelids softly close.



Child Population

DEFINITION

Child population is the total number
of children under age 18 and the
percentage change between 2000 and
2010 in the total number of children
under age 18.

SIGNIFICANCE

According to the American
Community Survey conducted by the
U.S. Census Bureau, there were
1,051,511 Rhode Island residents in
2013, with children under age 18
making up 20% of the population.
Between 2000 and 2013, Rhode Island’s
child population decreased by 14%
from 247,822 to 212,847."> Between
2011 and 2013, there were 120,642
households with children under age 18
in Rhode Island, representing almost
one-third (29%) of all households.?
Twenty-five percent of Rhode Island
children were under age five, 27% were
ages five to nine, 30% were ages 10 to
14, and 18% were ages 15 to 17.1

In Rhode Island between 2011
and 2013, 121,899 (56%) children
under age 18 lived in married-couple
households with their parents, 71,388
(33%) children lived in single-parent
households, and 18,979 (9%) children
lived with relatives, including
grandparents and other relatives. A total
of 3,374 (2%) children lived with foster

families or other non-relative heads of

household. There were 953 (<1%)
children and youth under age 18 who
lived in group quarters and 48 (<1%)
youth who were householders or
spouses.”®’

Rhode Island’s children are diverse in
race, ethnic background, language, and
country of origin. Mirroring national
trends, the number of Hispanic children
in Rhode Island has grown since 2000,
both in numbers and as a percentage of
the child population. Hispanics now
make up 24% of children under age 18
in the United States and 22% of children
under age 18 in Rhode Island.®'"

Between 2011 and 2013, there were
9,111 foreign-born children under the
age of 18 living in Rhode Island,
representing approximately 4% of the
child population.” Of Rhode Island
children ages five to 17, 77% speak only
English at home, 16% speak Spanish,
4% speak other Indo-European
languages, 2% speak an Asian or Pacific
Island language, and less than 1% speak
some other language at home."”

Sexual orientation is another
important facet of diversity among
youth. According to the 2013 Youth
Risk Behavior Survey, 8% of high school
students in Rhode Island described
themselves as lesbian, gay, or bisexual.
This does not include students who
responded “not sure” when asked about

their sexual orientation.'

8 2015 Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Factbook / Family and Community
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Rhode Island Children Under Age 18,2011-2013

By Race/Ethnicity*

By Family Structure

72% [l White

9% Black
3% [ Asian
1% American Indian and Alaska Native
9% [ Some Other Race
6% Two or More Races
<1% Race Unknown
<I%

6%
1%
3%

n=216,641

*Hispanic children may be included in any
race category. Of Rhode Islands 216,641
children, 47,513 (22%) were Hispanic.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2011-2013. Tables C01001A, C01001B, C01001C,
C01001D, C01001E C01001G, and C010011.

56% [ Married-Couple**
33% Single-Parent**
9% [ Other Relatives

2% Foster Family or Other
Unrelated Household

<1% W Group Quarters
<1% Child is Head of Household

<1%
2% <I%

n=216,641

**Only includes children who are related ro the
head of household by birth or adoption.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2011-2013. Table B09001, B09002, and B09018.

4 In 2013, children under age 18 made up 20% of Rhode Island’s population. Of the
212,847 children under age 18 in Rhode Island in 2013, 52% were male and 48% were

female.”

4 Between 2011 and 2013, 59% of children in Rhode Island lived in owner-occupied
housing units and 41% lived in renter-occupied units."

@ Of children ages three to 17 enrolled in school in Rhode Island between 2011 and
2013, 84% were enrolled in public schools and 16% were enrolled in private schools.”



Table 1.

CITY/TOWN
Barrington
Bristol
Burrillville
Central Falls
Charlestown
Coventry
Cranston
Cumberland
East Greenwich
East Providence
Exeter

Foster

Glocester
Hopkinton
Jamestown
Johnston
Lincoln

Little Compton
Middletown
Narragansett
New Shoreham
Newport

North Kingstown
North Providence
North Smithfield
Pawtucket
Portsmouth
Providence
Richmond
Scituate
Smithfield

South Kingstown
Tiverton

‘Warren

Warwick

‘West Greenwich
‘West Warwick
Westerly
‘Woonsocket

Four Core Cities

Remainder of State

Rbhode Island

Child Population, Rhode Island, 2000 and 2010

2000 TOTAL
POPULATION
UNDER AGE 18

4,745
4,399
4,043
5,531
1,712
8,389
17,098
7,690
3,564
10,546
1,589
1,105
2,664
2,011
1,238
5,906
5,157
780
4,328
2,833
185
5,199
6,848
5,936
2,379
18,151
4,329
45,277
2,014
2,635
4,019
6,284
3,367
2,454
18,780
1,444
6,632
5,406
11,155
80,114
167,708
247,822

2010 TOTAL
POPULATION
UNDER AGE 18

4,597
3,623
3,576
5,644
1,506
7,770
16,414
7,535
3,436
9,177
1,334
986
2,098
1,845
1,043
5,480
4,751
654
3,652
2,269
163
4,083
6,322
5,514
2,456
16,575
3,996
41,634
1,849
2,272
3,625
5,416
2,998
1,940
15,825
1,477
5,746
4,787
9,888
73,741
150,215
223,956

CHANGE IN
POPULATION
UNDER AGE 18

-148
-776
-467
113
-206
-619
-684
-155
-128
-1,369
-255
-119
-566
-166
-195
-426
-406
-126
-676
-564
-22
-1,116
-526
-422
77
-1,576
-333
-3,643
-165
-363
-394
-868
-369
-514
-2,955
33
-886
-619
-1,267
-6,373
-17,493
-23,866

% CHANGE IN
POPULATION
UNDER AGE 18

-3.1%
-17.6%
-11.6%

2.0%
-12.0%

-7.4%

-4.0%

-2.0%

-3.6%
-13.0%
-16.0%
-10.8%
-21.2%

-8.3%
-15.8%

-7.2%

-7.9%
-16.2%
-15.6%
-19.9%
-11.9%
-21.5%

-7.7%

-7.1%

3.2%

-8.7%

-7.7%

-8.0%

-8.2%
-13.8%

-9.8%
-13.8%
-11.0%
-20.9%
-15.7%

2.3%
-13.4%
-11.5%
-11.4%

-8.0%
-10.4%

-9.6%

Child Population

Source of Data for Table/Methodology

U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, Summary File 1 and
Census 2010, Summary File 1.

Core cities are Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence, and
Woonsocket.

References

115 U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2013. Table S0201.

2 U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 1.
Table DP-1.

# U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2011-2013. Table S1101.

# U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2011-2013. Table B01001.

° U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2011-2013. Table B09002.

¢ U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2011-2013. Table B09018.

7 U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2011-2013. Table B09001.

¢ U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Redistricting
Summary File. Table QT-PL.

1 O'Hare, W. (2011). The changing child population of
the United States: Analysis of data from the 2010
Census. Baltimore, MD: The Annie E. Casey
Foundation.

" U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2011-2013. Table CO10011.

2 U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2011-2013. Table B05003.

1 U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2011-2013. Table B16007.

' Rhode Island Department of Health, 2013 Youth Risk
Behavior Survey.

1017U.8S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,

2011-2013. Table S0901.
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Children in Single-Parent Families

DEFINITION

Children in single-parent families is
the percentage of children under age 18
who live in families headed by a person
— male or female — without a spouse
present in the home. These numbers
include “own children,” defined as
never-married children under age 18
who are related to the family head by
birth, marriage, or adoption.

SIGNIFICANCE

According to the U.S. Census
Bureau’s American Community Survey,
there were 193,287 children living with
one or more parents in Rhode Island
between 2011 and 2013. Of these, 37%
(71,388) were living with an unmarried
parent, up from 31% of children
between 2005 and 2007.'?

Children living in single-parent
families are more likely to live in
poverty than children living in two-
parent families. Single-parent families
have only one potential wage earner,
compared with the two potential wage
earners in a two-parent family.?

Between 2011 and 2013, 76% of
children living in poverty in Rhode
Island were living in single-parent
families. Children in single-parent
families in Rhode Island were five times
more likely to be living in poverty than
those in married-couple families.
Between 2011 and 2013 in Rhode
Island, 40% of children in single-parent

households lived in poverty, compared
to 8% of children in married-couple
households.

The financial hardship and time
constraints experienced by many single-
parents explain some of the differences
in well-being between the children in
single-parent households and those in
two-parent households.” Regardless of
parents race and level of educational
attainment, children who reside in
single-parent houscholds (whether due
to divorce or the parents never having
been married) are at an increased risk
for low academic achievement and low
levels of social and emotional well-
being.*” Compared to children in
married families, children in single-
parent families are more likely to lack
health insurance coverage, drop out of
school, disconnect from the labor force,
and become teen parents.*” Regardless
of whether children grow up with one
or two parents, parenting quality is
an important predictor of children’s
well-being."

Single-Parent Families

RI 32% 41%
us 31% 35%
National Rank* 33rd
New England Rank** 6th

*Ist is best; 50th is worst
**Ist is best; Gth is worst

The Annie E. Casey Foundation, KIDS COUNT Data
Center, datacenter.kidscount.org

10 2015 Rhode Island KIDS COUNT Factbook / Family and Community

L
Families With Children Under Age 18 and Income Below the
Poverty Threshold by Race & Ethnicity, Rhode Island, 2011-2013

[l single-Parent Families [l Married-Couple Families

60%
50% 53% 54%
40%
30% 39%
0
20% ik 2% | 25%
0, o/ | — T% —
10% 6% 5% I 1% o I I
0%
All Races White Black Asian Other Race Hispanic*

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2011-2013. Tables B17010, B17010A, B17010B, B17010D,
B17010F B170101. *Hispanics may be in any race category.

@ Hispanic single-parent families in Rhode Island are nearly twice as likely as White
single-parent families to live in poverty. Hispanic, Other race, and Black married-couple
families are more likely than White and Asian married-couple families in Rhode Island to
live in poverty."

i

Economic Well-Being and Family Structure

4 Economic status during early childhood can have a profound effect on children’s
health and development. Stable family structure is strongly correlated with economic
well-being. Married-parent families have the highest economic status, followed by
cohabiting-parent families, and then by single-parent families. For women, entering
marriages or cohabiting relationships (especially with the child’s biological father) is
associated with increased economic status. Divorces and exits from cohabiting
relationships are associated with declines in economic well-being."

@ Approximately one-third (35%) of unmarried parenting couples still live together five
years after the child’s birth and less than half of them are married."

9 More than half of unmarried births occur among cohabiting parents. Although there
are variations by race, ethnicity, age, and poverty status, 58% of non-marital births in the
U.S. between 2006 and 2010 were to cohabiting parents, compared with 40% in 2002."



Table 2.
CHILDREN
LIVING IN
HOUSEHOLDS

CITY/TOWN

Barrington 4,597
Bristol 3,621
Burrillville 3,548
Central Falls 5,634
Charlestown 1,506
Coventry 7,762
Cranston 16,262
Cumberland 7,535
East Greenwich 3,436
East Providence 9,100
Exeter 1,300
Foster 986
Glocester 2,098
Hopkinton 1,845
Jamestown 1,043
Johnston 5,473
Lincoln 4,743
Little Compton 654
Middletown 3,634
Narragansett 2,240
New Shoreham 163
Newport 4,060
North Kingstown 6,322
North Providence 5,481
North Smithfield 2,456
Pawtucket 16,550
Portsmouth 3,940
Providence 41,497
Richmond 1,836
Scituate 2,272
Smithfield 3,615
South Kingstown 5,364
Tiverton 2,998
‘Warren 1,935
Warwick 15,795
West Greenwich 1,468
West Warwick 5,746
Westerly 4,787
‘Woonsocket 9,842
Four Core Cities 73,523

Remainder of State 149,621
Rhode Island 223,144

CHILDREN WHO ARE

Children's Living Arrangements, Rhode Island, 2010
CHILDREN LIVING

CHILDREN

CHILDREN

Children in Single-Parent Families

CHILDREN

CHILDREN LIVING

A HOUSEHOLDER LIVING WITH LIVING WITH IN MARRIED- LIVING WITH IN SINGLE-
OR SPOUSE NON-RELATIVES OTHER RELATIVES COUPLE FAMILIES GRANDPARENTS PARENT FAMILIES
N % N % N % N % N % N %
2 <1% 31 1% 15 0% 3,871 84% 85 2% 593 13%
1 <1% 37 1% 51 1% 2,564 71% 225 6% 743 21%
0 0% 110 3% 26 1% 2,353 66% 232 7% 827 23%
3 <1% 920 2% 209 4% 2,159 38% 429 8% 2,744 49%
0 0% 15 1% 20 1% 1,059 70% 106 7% 306 20%
2 <1% 148 2% 72 1% 5,343 69% 549 7% 1,648 21%
5 <1% 226 1% 324 2% 10,462 64% 1,027 6% 4,218 26%
0 0% 97 1% 53 1% 5,651 75% 334 4% 1,400 19%
0 0% 21 1% 13 0% 2,889 84% 71 2% 442 13%
2 <1% 127 1% 154 2% 5,329 59% 675 7% 2,813 31%
0 0% 23 2% 16 1% 996 77% 82 6% 183 14%
0 0% 24 2% 10 1% 741 75% 69 7% 142 14%
0 0% 39 2% 26 1% 1,581 75% 137 7% 315 15%
0 0% 46 2% 24 1% 1,327 72% 113 6% 335 18%
0 0% 3 0% 5 0% 799 77% 49 5% 187 18%
2 <1% 920 2% 114 2% 3,591 66% 380 7% 1,296 24%
3 <1% 61 1% 52 1% 3,270 69% 211 4% 1,146 24%
0 0% 5 1% 1 0% 528 81% 42 6% 78 12%
S <1% 45 1% 38 1% 2,606 72% 166 5% 776 21%
2 <1% 35 2% 25 1% 1,533 68% 105 5% 540 24%
0 0% 1 1% 1 1% 111 68% 4 2% 46 28%
2 <1% 66 2% 56 1% 2,034 50% 204 5% 1,698 42%
1 <1% 57 1% 49 1% 4,639 73% 247 4% 1,329 21%
0 0% 81 1% 131 2% 3,266 60% 378 7% 1,625 30%
0 0% 40 2% 13 1% 1,831 75% 96 4% 476 19%
17 <1% 239 1% 460 3% 7,488 45% 1,228 7% 7,118 43%
2 <1% 47 1% 24 1% 2,977 76% 172 4% 718 18%
41 <1% 632 2% 1,663 4% 16,931 41% 3,094 7% 19,136 46%
0 0% 32 2% 16 1% 1,437 78% 104 6% 247 13%
0 0% 24 1% 22 1% 1,731 76% 139 6% 356 16%
2 <1% 46 1% 29 1% 2,802 78% 164 5% 572 16%
0 0% 81 2% 31 1% 3,951 74% 248 5% 1,053 20%
1 <1% 41 1% 20 1% 2,109 70% 162 5% 665 22%
4 <1% 42 2% 19 1% 1,124 58% 136 7% 610 32%
3 <1% 308 2% 223 1% 10,476 66% 1,109 7% 3,676 23%
2 <1% 22 1% 13 1% 1,131 77% 79 5% 221 15%
1 <1% 151 3% 121 2% 3,118 54% 365 6% 1,990 35%
4 <1% 82 2% 83 2% 3,012 63% 269 6% 1,337 28%
10 <1% 203 2% 176 2% 4,237 43% 683 7% 4,533 46%
71 <1% 1,164 2% 2,508 3% 30,815 42% 5,434 7% 33,531 46%
44 <1% 2,304 2% 1,890 1% 102,242 68% 8,534 6% 34,607 23%
115 <1% 3,468 2% 4398 2% 133,057 60% 13,968 6% 68,138 31%

Source of Data for Table/Methodology

U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010.

The denominator is the number of children under
age 18 living in family households according to
Census 2010. A family household is defined by
the U.S. Census Bureau as consisting of a
houscholder and one or more people living
together in the same household who are related
to the houscholder by birth, marriage or
adoption — it may include others not related to
the householder.

Core cities are Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence,
and Woonsocket.
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Grandparents Caring for Grandchildren

DEFINITION

Grandparents caring for grandchildren
is the percentage of family households
in which a grandparent is financially
responsible for food, shelter, clothing,
child care, etc. for any or all
grandchildren under age 18 living
in the household.

SIGNIFICANCE

One in ten children in the United
States lives with a grandparent. The
number of children living with
grandparents increased slowly over the
last decade, rising sharply at the start of
the recession. Black children are more
likely to be cared for primarily by a
grandparent than White, Hispanic, or
Asian children.!

Grandparents can provide continuity
and family support for children in
vulnerable families. Children may be
in grandparent care because they have
a parent who is unemployed,
incarcerated, ill, struggling with
substance abuse, or coping with other
problems.?

Grandparents who are financially
responsible for their grandchildren have
higher rates of poverty compared to
other adults. Twenty-two percent of
grandparent caregivers live below the
poverty line, compared to 10% of the
population age 50 and over.**

Many grandparent and other relative
caregivers have informal custody
arrangements and are not involved with
child welfare agencies, which means that
they receive less monitoring and
support. Relative caregivers are more
likely to have lower incomes and have
more children in the home than
traditional foster parents.’

Grandparents and other relative
caregivers often are isolated and lack
information about the support services,
resources, programs, benefits, laws, and
policies available to them.® Nearly all
children in kinship care are eligible for
cash assistance through Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
regardless of their household’s income
level, yet children in informal custody
arrangements are much less likely to
receive these payments.’

Grandparent caregivers are at risk for
poor physical and mental health. They
may have difficulty enrolling children in
school and/or seeking health insurance
or medical care for the children. Many
caregivers do not pursue the required
legal process required for permanent
status such as adoption or guardianship
in order to avoid strain on family
relationships.*” Grandparents make up
the largest percentage of relative
caregivers, but aunts, uncles, cousins,
siblings and other relative caregivers

may face similar obstacles.®"
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L
Rhode Island Grandparents Financially Responsible for
Their Grandchildren, by Length of Time Responsible, 2011-2013

% of Total Time
15% [ Less Than 1 Year
46% 18% 1 or 2 Years
21% [ 3 or4 Years
46% 5 or More Years
n=6,071

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2011-2013. Table B10050.

¢ Between 2011 and 2013, there were a total of 13,367 children in Rhode Island living
in households headed by grandparents.”? During this time period, there were 6,071
grandparents who were financially responsible for their grandchildren, two-thirds (67%)
of whom had been financially responsible for three or more years."”

4 In 2010, 6% (13,968) of all children in Rhode Island lived with a grandparent
caregiver and 2% (4,398) lived with other relatives."

4 Children in informal kinship care (i.e., placed with relatives without the involvement
of a child welfare agency) are more likely to live in poverty than children living with their
parents. Nationally, over one-third (38%) of children in public and private kinship care live
in poverty and only 42% of eligible children in kinship care receive Medicaid coverage.”

4 Rhode Island regulations state that the Department of Children, Youth and Families
(DCYF) must give priority to relatives when placing a child in out-of-home care.'* On
December 31, 2014, there were 696 children in DCYF care who were in out-of-home
placements with a grandparent or other relative. These children made up 34% of all
children in out-of-home placements in Rhode Island.”

@ The federal Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act helps
children and youth in foster care establish permanent families through subsidized
guardianship and adoption.” Rhode Island is one of 31 states with a Guardianship
Assistance Program that provides financial assistance payments to grandparents and
other relative caregivers who assume legal guardianship.”



Table 3.
CHILDREN
LIVING IN
HOUSEHOLDS

CITY/TOWN

Barrington 4,597
Bristol 3,621
Burrillville 3,548
Central Falls 5,634
Charlestown 1,506
Coventry 7,762
Cranston 16,262
Cumberland 7,535
East Greenwich 3,436
East Providence 9,100
Exeter 1,300
Foster 986
Glocester 2,098
Hopkinton 1,845
Jamestown 1,043
Johnston 5,473
Lincoln 4,743
Little Compton 654
Middletown 3,634
Narragansett 2,240
New Shoreham 163
Newport 4,060
North Kingstown 6,322
North Providence 5,481
North Smithfield 2,456
Pawtucket 16,550
Portsmouth 3,940
Providence 41,497
Richmond 1,836
Scituate 2,272
Smithfield 3,615
South Kingstown 5,364
Tiverton 2,998
‘Warren 1,935
Warwick 15,795
West Greenwich 1,468
West Warwick 5,746
Westerly 4,787
‘Woonsocket 9,842
Four Core Cities 73,523

Remainder of State 149,621
Rhode Island 223,144

CHILDREN WHO ARE

Children's Living Arrangements, Rhode Island, 2010

CHILDREN LIVING

CHILDREN

CHILDREN

Grandparents Caring for Grandchildren

CHILDREN LIVING

CHILDREN

A HOUSEHOLDER LIVING WITH LIVING WITH IN MARRIED IN SINGLE LIVING WITH

OR SPOUSE NON-RELATIVES OTHER RELATIVES COUPLE FAMILIES PARENT FAMILIES GRANDPARENTS

N % N % N % N % N % N %
2 <1% 31 1% 15 0% 3,871 84% 593 13% 85 2%
1 <1% 37 1% 51 1% 2,564 71% 743 21% 225 6%
0 0% 110 3% 26 1% 2,353 66% 827 23% 232 7%
3 <1% 920 2% 209 4% 2,159 38% 2,744 49% 429 8%
0 0% 15 1% 20 1% 1,059 70% 306 20% 106 7%
2 <1% 148 2% 72 1% 5,343 69% 1,648 21% 549 7%
5 <1% 226 1% 324 2% 10,462 64% 4,218 26% 1,027 6%
0 0% 97 1% 53 1% 5,651 75% 1,400 19% 334 4%
0 0% 21 1% 13 0% 2,889 84% 442 13% 71 2%
2 <1% 127 1% 154 2% 5,329 59% 2,813 31% 675 7%
0 0% 23 2% 16 1% 996 77% 183 14% 82 6%
0 0% 24 2% 10 1% 741 75% 142 14% 69 7%
0 0% 39 2% 26 1% 1,581 75% 315 15% 137 7%
0 0% 46 2% 24 1% 1,327 72% 335 18% 113 6%
0 0% 3 0% 5 0% 799 77% 187 18% 49 5%
2 <1% 920 2% 114 2% 3,591 66% 1,296 24% 380 7%
3 <1% 61 1% 52 1% 3,270 69% 1,146 24% 211 4%
0 0% 5 1% 1 0% 528 81% 78 12% 42 6%
S <1% 45 1% 38 1% 2,606 72% 776 21% 166 5%
2 <1% 35 2% 25 1% 1,533 68% 540 24% 105 5%
0 0% 1 1% 1 1% 111 68% 46 28% 4 2%
2 <1% 66 2% 56 1% 2,034 50% 1,698 42% 204 5%
1 <1% 57 1% 49 1% 4,639 73% 1,329 21% 247 4%
0 0% 81 1% 131 2% 3,266 60% 1,625 30% 378 7%
0 0% 40 2% 13 1% 1,831 75% 476 19% 96 4%
17 <1% 239 1% 460 3% 7,488 45% 7,118 43% 1,228 7%
2 <1% 47 1% 24 1% 2,977 76% 718 18% 172 4%
41 <1% 632 2% 1,663 4% 16,931 41% 19,136 46% 3,094 7%
0 0% 32 2% 16 1% 1,437 78% 247 13% 104 6%
0 0% 24 1% 22 1% 1,731 76% 356 16% 139 6%
2 <1% 46 1% 29 1% 2,802 78% 572 16% 164 5%
0 0% 81 2% 31 1% 3,951 74% 1,053 20% 248 5%
1 <1% 41 1% 20 1% 2,109 70% 665 22% 162 5%
4 <1% 42 2% 19 1% 1,124 58% 610 32% 136 7%
3 <1% 308 2% 223 1% 10,476 66% 3,676 23% 1,109 7%
2 <1% 22 1% 13 1% 1,131 77% 221 15% 79 5%
1 <1% 151 3% 121 2% 3,118 54% 1,990 35% 365 6%
4 <1% 82 2% 83 2% 3,012 63% 1,337 28% 269 6%
10 <1% 203 2% 176 2% 4,237 43% 4,533 46% 683 7%
71 <1% 1,164 2% 2,508 3% 30,815 42% 33,531 46% 5,434 7%
44 <1% 2,304 2% 1,890 1% 102,242 68% 34,607 23% 8,534 6%
115 <1% 3,468 2% 4398 2% 133,057 60% 68,138 31% 13,968 6%

Source of Data for Table/Methodology

U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010.

The denominator is the number of children under
age 18 living in family houscholds according to
Census 2010. A family household is defined by
the U.S. Census Bureau as consisting of a
householder and one or more people living
together in the same houschold who are related
to the householder by birth, marriage or
adoption — it may include others not related to
the householder.

Core cities are Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence,
and Woonsocket.
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Mother’s Education Level

DEFINITION

Mother’s education level is the
percentage of total births to women
with less than a high school diploma.
Data are self-reported at the time of the
infant’s birth. Although a father’s
education level has an impact on his
child’s development, this indicator uses
maternal education level because a
significant number of birth records lack

information on paternal education level.

SIGNIFICANCE

Parental educational attainment can
have an impact on many aspects of child
well-being, including children’s health and
health-related behaviors, children’s access
to sufficient educational resources, and
the level of education they will ultimately
achieve. Children of less educated parents
are less likely to succeed in school, more
likely to be poor for at least of half of
their lives from birth through age 17,
and more likely to be in poor health.'?

Infant mortality rates increase as
mother’s education levels decrease.** For
example, between 2009-2013, Rhode
Island mothers with a high school degree
or less had a higher infant mortality rate
(6.4 per 1,000) than mothers with more
advanced educational degrees (4.8 per
1,000 births).’

Children of more highly educated
parents participate in early learning
programs and home literacy activities
more frequently, enter school with

higher levels of academic skills, and earn
higher average reading and math test
scores. Increasing maternal education
can improve children’s school readiness,
language and academic skills.®” Increases
in education levels also have been linked
to improved health, better employment
opportunities, and higher earnings.®
Higher levels of parental education can
decrease the likelihood that a child will
live in poverty.” Women with bachelor’s
degrees in Rhode Island earn more than
twice as much as those with less than a
high school diploma.'

Between 2009 and 2013, 14% of
Rhode Island births were to mothers
with less than a high school diploma
and 36% were to mothers with a
bachelor’s degree or higher."" Nationally,
mothers with infants are more educated
than ever before. In 2013, 12% of all
U.S. births were to mothers with less
than a high school diploma, and 63%
were to mothers with at least some

college education.'

L
Births to Mothers With
Less Than a High School Diploma

CITY/TOWN % OF CHILDREN

Central Falls 36%
Pawtucket 18%
Providence 25%
‘Woonsocket 21%
Four Core Cities 24%
Remainder of State 7%
Rhode Island 14%

Source: Rhode Island Department of Health,
Hospital Discharge Database, 2009-2013.
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L
Births by Parental Education Levels, Rhode Island, 2009-2013

Maternal Education Paternal Education

14% [ Less Thana High School Diploma 12% [ Less Thana High School Diploma
25% High School Diploma 27% High School Diploma

17% [l Some College 14% [l Some College

36% Bachelor’s Degree or Higher 31% Bachelor’s Degree or Higher

8% [ Unknown 16% [ Unknown

8% 16% 12%

14%

36%

n=55,169
Source: Rhode Island Department of Health, Center for Health Data and Analysis, Hospital Discharge Database,
2009-2013. Data for 2013 are provisional.
@ In Rhode Island between 2009 and 2013, 39% of all infants were born to mothers
with a high school diploma or less, and 39% were born to fathers with a high school
diploma or less.”
e g
Poverty Rates for Families Headed by Single Females
by Educational Attainment, Rhode Island, 2011-2013
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

Bachelor's Degree
or Higher

Less than
High School Diploma

High School
Diploma

Some College or
Associate's Degree

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2011-2013. Table S1702.

@ The poverty rate among families headed by single females is directly correlated with
the mother's educational level. In Rhode Island between 2011 and 2013, 44% of families
headed by single females with less than a high school diploma were poor, compared with
8% of those with a bachelor’s degree or higher."



Table 4.
BACHELOR’S DEGREE

OR ABOVE
CITY/TOWN TOTAL # OF BIRTHS N %
Barrington 497 386 78%
Bristol 812 432 53%
Burrillville 655 227 35%
Central Falls 1,654 117 7%
Charlestown 269 124 46%
Coventry 1,444 648 45%
Cranston 3,915 1,695 43%
Cumberland 1,586 877 55%
East Greenwich 524 363 69%
East Providence 2,536 1,028 41%
Exeter 257 132 51%
Foster 146 68 47%
Glocester 365 178 49%
Hopkinton 357 154 43%
Jamestown 120 86 72%
Johnston 1,318 535 41%
Lincoln 904 444 49%
Little Compton 84 51 61%
Middletown 845 416 49%
Narragansett 405 235 58%
New Shoreham 55 32 58%
Newport 1,366 638 47%
North Kingstown 992 566 57%
North Providence 1,533 631 41%
North Smithfield 433 225 52%
Pawtucket 5,020 1,109 22%
Portsmouth 593 341 58%
Providence 13,131 2,940 22%
Richmond 365 199 55%
Scituate 310 172 55%
Smithfield 615 373 61%
South Kingstown 947 558 59%
Tiverton 572 247 43%
‘Warren 470 192 41%
Warwick 3,888 1,810 47%
West Greenwich 240 121 50%
West Warwick 1,843 520 28%
Westerly 1,030 346 34%
Woonsocket 3,056 516 17%
Unlknown 17 7 NA
Four Core Cities 22,861 4,682 20%
Remainder of State 32,291 15,050 47%
Rhode Island 55,169 19,739 36%

Births by Education Level of Mother, Rhode Island, 2009-2013

SOME COLLEGE

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA

Mother’s Education Level

LESS THAN

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA

N
48
149
152
197
58
323
733
271
68
458
36
30
76
76

277
183
12
154
63

164
150
336
80
898
110
1,860
63
52
96
138
114
101
806
55
355
247
519

3,474
6,047
9,526

%
10%
18%
23%
12%
22%
22%
19%
17%
13%
18%
14%
21%
21%
21%

6%
21%
20%
14%
18%
16%
11%
12%
15%
22%
18%
18%
19%
14%
17%
17%
16%
15%
20%
21%
21%
23%
19%
24%
17%

NA
15%
19%
17%

N
33
146
183
566
56
295
881
237
58
658
57
29
65
90
10
321
155
13
174
58
11
261
156
364
82
1,553
95
3,746
59
61
98
136
126
110
781
44
581
286
1,020

6,885
6,770
13,658

%

7%
18%
28%
34%
21%
20%
23%
15%
11%
26%
22%
20%
18%
25%

8%
24%
17%
15%
21%
14%
20%
19%
16%
24%
19%
31%
16%
29%
16%
20%
16%
14%
22%
23%
20%
18%
32%
28%
33%

NA
30%
21%
25%

N

5
39
45
603
14
95
338
75
8
200
22
6
20
24
2
97
57
3
43
12
4
159
47
100
19
902
10
3,294
15
9
14
47
27
45
230
6
247
89
652
1
5,451
2,173
7,625

%
1%
5%
7%

36%
5%
7%
9%
5%
2%
8%
9%
4%
5%
7%
2%
7%
6%
4%
5%
3%
7%

12%
5%
7%
4%

18%
2%

25%
4%
3%
2%
5%
5%

10%
6%
3%

13%
9%

21%
NA

24%
7%

14%

Source of Data for Table/Methodology

Rhode Island Department of Health, Center for Health
Data and Analysis, Hospital Discharge Database,
2009-2013. Data for 2013 are provisional. Data are
self-reported and reported by the mother’s place of
residence, not the place of the infant’s birth.

Percentages may not sum to 100% for all communities
and the state because the number and percentage of
births with unknown maternal education levels are
not included in this table. Between 2009 and 2013,
maternal education levels were unknown for 4,621

births (8%).

Core cities are Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence, and
Woonsocket.
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Racial and Ethnic Diversity

DEFINITION

Racial and ethnic diversity is the
percentage of children under age 18 by
racial and ethnic categories as defined
by the U.S. Census. Racial and ethnic
categories are chosen by the head of
household or person completing the
Census form.

SIGNIFICANCE

Racial and ethnic diversity has
increased in the United States over the
last several decades and is projected to
rise in the future.' Since 2000, all of the
growth in the child population in the
U.S. has been among groups other than
non-Hispanic Whites.? In Rhode Island,
the non-Hispanic White child
population declined by 21% between
2000 and 2010, while the Hispanic child
population grew by 31%.> In 2013, 52%
of all U.S. children were non-Hispanic
White.* The U.S. will become even more
racially and ethnically diverse. By 2023,
more than half of all children in the U.S.
will be children of color.’

In 2010, 64% of children in Rhode
Island were non-Hispanic White, down
from 73% in 2000. The number of
minority children grew by about 13,000
between 2000 and 2010. The number of
non-Hispanic White children dropped
by over 37,000 during the same period.®

In 2010 in Rhode Island, 72% of
children under age 18 were White, 8%
were Black or African American, 3%

were Asian, less than 1% were American
Indian or Alaska Native, 9% of children
were identified as Some other race and
7% as Two or more races. In 2010, 21%
of children living in Rhode Island were
Hispanic.”

More than two-thirds (67%) of all
minority children in Rhode Island live in
Rhode Island's four core cities, Central
Falls, Pawtucket, Providence, and
Woonsocket. Almost three-quarters
(74%) of children living in the four core
cities are minority children.

Between 2011 and 2013, there were
9,111 foreign-born children living in
Rhode Island, 32% of whom were
naturalized U.S. citizens.” Of Rhode
Island’s immigrant children, 23% were
born in Central or South America, 25%
were born in the Caribbean, 24% were
born in Asia, 15% were born in Africa,
11% were born in Europe and 2% were
born in North America (Canada,
Bermuda, or Mexico).'

Between 2011 and 2013, 23% of
children between the ages of five and 17
living in Rhode Island spoke a language
other than English at home, 96% of
whom spoke English well or very well."

Diversity presents both opportunities
and challenges to adapt current practices
to meet the needs of a changing
population.”
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Characteristics of Children Living in Immigrant and
Non-immigrant Families, Rhode Island

. Children in Non-immigrant Families

Children in Immigrant Families

Children Living Below 19%
the Poverty Threshold** 21%

Children Living in
Crowded Housing™**

Children Whose Parents
All Have Less Than a
High School Degree**

Children in Families
Without Secure
Parental Employment*

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Source: The Annie E. Casey Foundation, KIDS COUNT Data Center, datacenter.kidscount.org.
*Data are for 2010. **Data are for 2012. ***Data are for 2013.

# Ninety-six percent of children in Rhode Island were born in the United States.”
Twenty-six percent of children in Rhode Island live in immigrant families (either they are
foreign-born or they have at least one parent who is foreign-born), higher than the U.S.
rate of 24%." Most immigrant families in Rhode Island are not new arrivals to the
United States; 98% of children in Rhode Island immigrant families have parents who
arrived in this country more than five years ago."”

4 Nineteen percent of Rhode Island children in non-immigrant families are poor,
compared with 21% of children in immigrant families.' Two-thirds (67%) of Rhode
Island’s poor children live in families with U.S.-born parents.”

@ The economic, physical, and academic well-being of immigrant children is influenced
by their parents’ proficiency in English. Limited English proficiency can be a barrier to
employment opportunities, higher earnings, access to health care, and parental
engagement with education.” Fifteen percent of Rhode Island children in immigrant
families live in linguistically-isolated households, meaning no one 14 years or older

either speaks only English or speaks English “very well.”"



Table 5.

CITY/TOWN
Barrington
Bristol
Burrillville
Central Falls
Charlestown
Coventry
Cranston
Cumberland
East Greenwich
East Providence
Exeter

Foster

Glocester
Hopkinton
Jamestown
Johnston
Lincoln

Little Compton
Middletown
Narragansett
New Shoreham
Newport

North Kingstown
North Providence
North Smithfield
Pawtucket
Portsmouth
Providence
Richmond
Scituate
Smithfield
South Kingstown
Tiverton
Warren
Warwick

‘West Greenwich
West Warwick
Westerly
‘Woonsocket
Four Core Cities

Remainder of State

Rhode Island

Child Population, by Race and Ethnicity, Rhode Island, 2010

UNDER AGE 18 BY RACE AND ETHNICITY

HISPANIC
OR LATINO

154
130
115
3,950
46
312
2,966
542
106
799
66

24

63

48

36
640
353
18
295
91

10
703
289
796
114
4,785
157
23,166
44

54
117
192
84

75
1,048
60
590
252
2,650
34,551
11,389
45,940

WHITE
4,096
3,298
3,310
747
1,331
7,065
10,819
6,348
3,014
6,619
1,216
913
1,942
1,690
947
4,364
3,885
606
2,779
1,998
149
2,405
5,598
3,833
2,241
6,513
3,537
6,737
1,729
2,145
3,337
4,687
2,741
1,736
13,365
1,353
4,554
4,068
5,147
19,144
123,718
142,862

AMERICAN NATIVE HAWAIIAN SOME
INDIAN AND AND OTHER OTHER

BLACK ALASKA NATIVE ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDER RACE
22 8 163 0 13
43 4 40 0 3
32 2 12 0 4
492 17 20 2 179
8 50 16 0 1
64 19 77 0 14
693 48 1,075 15 73
154 7 204 3 31
26 5 174 0 6
619 42 142 1 281
7 7 10 0 3
14 1 16 0 0
13 2 24 0 7
7 15 16 0 3
4 1 8 0 2
148 1 135 0 22
114 7 164 0 25
8 1 6 3 2
159 10 124 3 20
30 32 16 0 9
1 0 0 0 0
337 37 39 1 33
75 31 85 2 6
397 15 158 0 74
15 2 33 0 4
2,727 83 256 7 1,004
53 11 58 1 13
6,682 375 2,095 15 494
12 7 15 0 0
8 4 29 0 3
46 6 41 0 9
80 81 115 1 18
31 5 34 2 9
38 10 11 0 4
275 38 457 2 39
15 5 16 0 1
142 11 128 3 20
68 52 127 2 10
676 37 592 2 35
10,577 512 2,963 26 1,712
3,758 575 3,768 39 762
14,335 1,087 6,731 65 2,474

TWO
OR MORE
RACES

141
105
101
237
54
219
725
246
105
674
25
18
47
66
45
170
203
10
262
93

528
236
241
47
1,200
166
2,070
42

29

69
242
94

66
601
27
298
208
749
4,256
6,206
10,462

Racial

2010

POPULATION
UNDER AGE I8

4,597
3,623
3,576
5,644
1,506
7,770
16,414
7,535
3,436
9,177
1,334
986
2,098
1,845
1,043
5,480
4,751
654
3,652
2,269
163
4,083
6,322
5,514
2,456
16,575
3,996
41,634
1,849
2,272
3,625
5,416
2,998
1,940
15,825
1,477
5,746
4,787
9,888
73,741
150,215
223,956

and Ethnic Diversity

Source of Data for Table/Methodology

U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Redistricting File.
All categories are mutually exclusive. If Hispanic was
selected as ethnicity, individuals are not included in
other racial categories. Likewise, if more than one race
was selected, individuals are included in Two or more
races and not in their individual race categories.

Core cities are Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence, and
Woonsocket.
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Racial and Ethnic Disparities

DEFINITION

Racial and ethnic disparities is the
gap that exists in outcomes for children
of different racial and ethnic groups
in Rhode Island. Child well-being
outcome areas include economic well-
being, health, safety and education.

SIGNIFICANCE

Rhode Island’s children are diverse in
racial and ethnic background. In 2010
in Rhode Island, 72% of children under
age 18 were White, 8% were Black or
African American, 3% were Asian, 1%
were Native American, 9% of children
were identified as “Some other race,”
and 7% as “Two or more races.” In
2010, 21% of children living in Rhode
Island were Hispanic.!

Children who live in poverty,
especially those who experience poverty
in early childhood and for extended
periods of time, are more likely to have
health, behavioral, educational and social
problems.>? Between 2011 and 2013,
21% of all Rhode Island children lived in
poverty, 68% of whom were minorities.*

Black, Hispanic, and Native American
children are more likely than White and
Asian children to live in neighborhoods
that lack the resources needed for them
to grow up healthy and successful.’

In 2010, two-thirds (67%) of Rhode
Island’s minority children lived in one of
the four core cities (those cities with the
highest percentage of children living in

poverty). In 2010, more than three-
quarters of the children in Providence
(84%) and Central Falls (87%) were of
minority racial and ethnic
backgrounds.® Children living in areas
of concentrated poverty, who are more
likely to be Black or Hispanic, face
challenges above and beyond the burdens
of individual poverty. The Providence
metropolitan area has the 56th highest
rate of concentrated poverty in the U.S.

Residential segregation between
Whites and Blacks has decreased in
the U.S. since the 1970s, but high levels
of residential segregation still exist.
Hispanics and Asians experience less
segregation than Blacks, but the rate
of segregation for these groups has
been increasing in recent years.® The
Providence-New Bedford-Fall River
metropolitan area was the ninth most
segregated metropolitan area in the
nation for Hispanics in 2010.°

Even in good economic climates,
minority families are more likely to be
unemployed, have higher poverty rates
and receive lower wages than White
families. Minority families also face
greater negative impacts during
economic recessions and their recovery
from economic downturns is slower
than that of White families. Even when
controlling for educational achievement,
age and gender, minority workers have
consistently higher unemployment rates
than White workers.!*!!
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Residential Segregation and Its Impact on Education

4 In the U.S,, Black and Hispanic students are now more segregated from White students
than at any point in the past four decades.” As a result, White students generally attend
schools that are disproportionately White and low-poverty, while Black and Hispanic
students attend schools that are disproportionately minority and high-poverty.”

¢ Many urban communities have high concentrations of poverty, which can be related to
unequal educational opportunities. School district boundaries often determine access to
challenging curricula, academic expectations, educator quality, facilities quality, adequacy of
school funding, access to instructional supports (like technology), and school safety.'"

g -_——— 3
Racial and Ethnic Disparities in
Fourth Grade Reading Proficiency Rates, Rhode Island, 2005-2013

B Black B Hispanic Asian I Native American I White

100%
80%
60%
40%
20%

0%

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Source: Rhode Island Department of Education, New England Common Assessment Program (NECAP), 2005-2013.

4 In Rhode Island between 2005 and 2013, White fourth-graders were more likely to
achieve proficiency on the NECAP reading exam than minority fourth-graders.'s

@ Racial and ethnic disparities in education are evident before children enter
kindergarten and persist throughout high school and college. Black and Hispanic
students are much less likely to graduate from high school, go to college, and graduate
from college than their White peers.”'#1%%

@ Factors that impact educational achievement gaps include school issues, family
participation, and before- and beyond-school concerns (e.g., poor child health or access
to out-of-school and early-learning opportunities).?**»*



e e g
Economic Well-Being Outcomes, by Race and Ethnicity, Rhode Island
NATIVE ALL

WHITE  HISPANIC  BLACK ASIAN  AMERICAN  RACES
Children in Poverty 15% 45% 38% 20% 44% 21%
Births to Mothers
With <12 Years Education 9% 33% 20% 11% 36% 15%
Unemployment Rate 7% 16% 15% NA NA 8%
Median Family
Income $78,294  $30,611  $40,420  $68,610  $22,023 $72,152
Homeownership 65% 26% 31% 48% 19% 60%

Sources: Children in Poverty data are from the U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2011-2013. Tables B17001,
B17020A, B17020B, B17020C, B17020D & B170201. Maternal Education data are from the Rhode Island Department
of Health, Center for Health Data and Analysis, Maternal and Child Health Database, 2009-2013. Unemployment Rate
data are from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics, 2014. Median Family Income data
are from the U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2011-2013, Tables B19113, B19113A, B19113B,
B19113C, B19113D & B191131. Homeownership data are from the U.S. Census Bureau, American Community
Survey, 2011-2013, Tables B25003, B25003A, B25003B, B25003C, B25003D & B25003I. Hispanics also may be
included in any of the race categories. All Census data refer only to those individuals who selected one race. NA
indicates that the rate was not calculated because the number was too small to calculate a reliable rate.

# Between 2011 and 2013 in Rhode Island, 21% of all children, 45% of Hispanic
children, 44% of Native American children, 38% of Black children, 20% of Asian
children, and 15% of White children in Rhode Island lived in families with incomes
below the federal poverty level.*

¢ Between 2011 and 2013 in Rhode Island, White households were the most likely to
own their homes while Native American and Hispanic households were the most likely to
live in rental units.”

4 In 2014 in Rhode Island, the unemployment rate among White people was 7%,
compared to 15% for Black people and 16% for Hispanic people. Nationally, the
unemployment rate for White people in 2014 was 6%, compared to 11% for Black
people and 7% for Hispanic people.

# Education is essential for economic success. Adults with less than a high school
diploma are at particular risk of living in poverty and other negative outcomes.”
Hispanic, Black, and Native American children in Rhode Island are all more likely than
White and Asian children to be born to mothers with less than a high school diploma.”

Racial and Ethnic Disparities
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Health Outcomes, by Race and Ethnicity, Rhode Island
NATIVE ALL

WHITE HISPANIC BLACK ASIAN AMERICAN RACES
Children Without
Health Insurance 4.0% 7.2% 7.9% 6.2% 5.3% 4.6%
‘Women With Delayed
Prenatal Care 10.5% 16.2% 18.7% 16.3% NA 12.8%
Preterm Births 9.6% 12.0% 14.7% 11.6% NA 10.7%
Low Birthweight Infants 6.8% 7.7% 11.4% 9.4% NA 7.6%
Infant Mortality
(per 1,000 live births) 7.1 5.8 11.2 1.5 NA 6.6
Asthma Hospitalizations
(per 1,000 children) 1.4 2.4 5.1 1.3 NA 2.0
Births to Teens Ages 15-19
(per 1,000 teens) 13.1 50.5 35.9 14.3 62.9 21.0

Sources: All data are from the Rhode Island Department of Health, Center for Health Data and Analysis, Maternal
and Child Health Database, 2009-2013 unless otherwise specified. Information is based on self-reported race and
ethnicity. Children Without Health Insurance data are from the U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
2011-2013, tables B27001, B27001A, B27001B, B27001C, B27001D & B270011. Asthma Hospitalizations data
are from the Rhode Island Department of Health, Hospital Discharge Database, 2009-2013 and refer only to
hospitalizations due to primary diagnoses of asthma. For Asthma Hospitalizations the denominators are the child
population under age 18 by race from the U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010, SF1. For Births to Teens the denominators
are the female populations ages 15-19 by race from the U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010, SF1. For all indicators
other than Asthma Hospitalizations, Hispanics also may be included in any of the race categories. NA indicates that
the rate was not calculated because the number was too small to calculate a reliable rate.

4 Although progress has been made on many health indicators across racial and ethnic
populations, disparities still exist for a number of maternal and infant health outcomes

in Rhode Island. Minority women are more likely than White women to receive delayed
or no prenatal care and to have preterm births. Black children are more likely to die in

infancy than White, Hispanic, or Asian children. Native American, Hispanic, and Black
youth are more likely than White and Asian youth to give birth as teenagers.”

4 Black and Hispanic children in Rhode Island are more likely to be hospitalized as a
result of asthma than White and Asian children.* Nationally, Blacks and Native

Americans are the most likely of all racial and ethnic groups to have asthma.”!

@ In the U.S., 93% of children have health insurance coverage. Hispanic (89%) and

Native American (84%) children have the lowest rates of coverage.”
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Racial and Ethnic Disparities

g s
Safety Outcomes, by Race and Ethnicity, Rhode Island
NATIVE ALL
WHITE  HISPANIC BLACK  ASIAN  AMERICAN RACES
Youth at the
Training School* 2.9 10.9 18.4 1.5 174 5.8
(per 1,000 youth ages 13-18)
Children of Incarcerated
Parents (per 1,000 children) 9.0 14.5 67.1 5.6 28.5 13.4
Children in Out-of-Home
Placement (per 1,000 children) 6.6 12.3 22.3 3.0 14.7 9.3

Sources: Youth at the Training School data are from the Rhode Island Department of Children, Youth and Families, Rhode
Island Training School, Calendar Year 2014. (*These data represent all youth in the care and custody of the Training
School during 2014. Prior Factbooks used point-in-time data to calculate rates and are not comparable). Children of
Incarcerated Parents data are from the Rhode Island Department of Corrections, October 10, 2014 and reflect the race
of the incarcerated parent (includes only the sentenced population). Children in Out-of-Home Placement data are from
the Rhode Island Department of Children, Youth and Families, RICHIST Database, December 31, 2014. Population
denominators used for Youth at the Training School are youth ages 13-18 by race from the U.S. Census Bureau,
Census 2010, SF1. Population denominators used for Children of Incarcerated Parents and Children in Out-of-Home
Placement are the populations under age 18 by race from the U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010, SFI.

4 Racial and ethnic minority youth continue to be disproportionately represented in
the U.S. juvenile justice system. Minority youth (especially Latino and Black youth)
are treated more harshly than White youth for the same type and severity of offenses,
including detention, processing, and incarceration in juvenile and adult correctional
facilities. Rhode Island’s juvenile justice system has some of the widest residential
placement disparities between White and minority youth in the nation.*

@ Black and Hispanic children in Rhode Island are more likely than their Native American,
White, and Asian peers to be placed out-of-home through the child welfare system.”
Nationally, minority children experience disparate treatment as they enter the foster care
system and while they are in the system. They are more likely than White children under
similar circumstances to be placed in foster care, remain in the child welfare system longer,
have less contact with child welfare staff, and to have lower reunification rates.*

¢ Disproportionality in child welfare and juvenile justice systems is in part a reflection
of differential poverty rates between minority and White communities. However, while
addressing poverty through policies would reduce child maltreatment and juvenile
offending rates, policies that work directly to reduce disparities are necessary as well.”
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Education Outcomes, by Race and Ethnicity, Rhode Island
NATIVE ALL
WHITE HISPANIC BLACK ASIAN AMERICAN RACES
4th Grade Students
Reading at or Above
Proficiency 79% 55% 56% 78% 49% 71%
4th Grade Students
at or Above Proficiency
in Mathematics 73% 44% 42% 68% 33% 63%
Students Attending
Schools Identified
for Intervention 2% 36% 29% 19% 17% 13%
Four-Year High School
Graduation Rates 85% 72% 72% 88% 57% 81%
% of Adults Over Age 25
With a Bachelor’s Degree
or Higher 34% 12% 18% 44% 8% 32%

Sources: Reading and Math Proficiency data are from the Rhode Island Department of Education, October 2013 NECAR
Students Attending Schools Identified for Intervention and Four-Year High School Graduation Rates data are from the
Rhode Island Department of Education, 2013-2014 school year. Adult Educational Attainment data are from the U.S.
Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2011-2013, Tables C15002, C15002A, C15002B, C15002C,
C15002D & C15002I. All Census data refer only to those individuals who selected one race and Hispanics also may
be included in any of the race categories.

4 In Rhode Island, Hispanic, Native American, and Black children are less likely to be
proficient in reading and mathematics in fourth grade than White or Asian children.*

Native American, Hispanic, and Black adults living in Rhode Island are less likely to have
a bachelor’s degree than White or Asian adults.”

4 Nationally, Black, Hispanic, and Native American students are more likely than White
and Asian students to be disciplined in school. Schools’ disproportionate use of
disciplinary techniques that remove children from the classroom, such as out-of-school
suspension or expulsion, may contribute to racial and ethnic gaps in school achievement
and drop-out rates. Rhode Island has one of the highest rates in the U.S. for disciplinary
out-of-school suspensions among Black students with disabilities.”” In Rhode Island
during the 2013-2014 school year, minority students received 57% of all disciplinary
actions, although they made up only 39% of the student population.”

@ During the 2013-2014 school year, Rhode Island’s Hispanic and Black children were
17 times as likely as White children to attend schools identified for intervention.”



LT
Rhode Island’s Hispanic Children and Youth

4 In 2010, there were 45,940 Hispanic children under age 18 living in Rhode Island, up
from 35,326 in 2000. Hispanic children made up 21% of Rhode Island’s child
population in 2010, compared with 14% in 2000.*

@ In 2010, three-quarters (75%) of the Hispanic children in Rhode Island lived in the
four core cities of Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence, and Woonsocket. While
Providence has the largest Hispanic child population overall, Central Falls has the
highest percentage of Hispanic children.*

Economics

4 In 2013, 50% percent of Rhode Island’s Hispanic children were living in poverty,
compared to the national rate of 33%.” The median family income for Hispanics in
Rhode Island was $30,611, compared to $72,152 overall in Rhode Island.*

Health

4 In Rhode Island between 2009 and 2013, 16.2% percent of Hispanic babies were born
to women who received delayed or no prenatal care, compared with 12.8% of all babies
in the state.”

@ Between 2009 and 2013, Hispanic female teens between the ages of 15 and 19 in
Rhode Island had a birth rate that was more than two times higher than the overall teen
birth rate in Rhode Island (50.5 per 1,000 Hispanic teens ages 15 to 19 compared to
21.0 per 1,000 for all teens).**

Education
@ The four-year high school graduation rate among Hispanic youth in the class of 2014
was 72%, lower than Rhode Island’s four-year high school graduation rate of 81%.%

@ The achievement gap between White and Latino students in Rhode Island is among
the largest in the U.S.*"

Racial and Ethnic Disparities
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Hush, Little Baby

Anonymous

Hush, little baby, don’t say a word.
Poppa’s gonna buy you a mocking bird.

If that mocking bird don’t sing,
Poppa’s gonna buy you a diamond ring.

If that diamond ring turns brass,

Poppa’s gonna buy you a looking—glass.

If that looking—glass gets broke,
Poppa’s gonna buy you a billy goat.

If that billy goat runs away,
Poppa’s gonna buy you a bale of hay.

If you grow up and get real tall
You'll be the prettiest baby of all.



Median Family Income

DEFINITION

Median family income is the dollar
amount which divides Rhode Island
families’ income distribution into two
equal groups — half with incomes above
the median and half with incomes
below the median. The numbers include
only families with their “own children”
under age 18, defined as never-married
children who are related to the family
head by birth, marriage, or adoption.

SIGNIFICANCE

Median family income is a measure
of the ability of families to meet the
costs of food, clothing, housing, health
care, transportation, child care, and
higher education. In 2013, the median
family income for Rhode Island families
with their own children was $64,985.!
Rhode Island had the 12¢h highest
median family income nationally and
the 4th highest in New England.?

Between 2011 and 2013, Rhode
Island’s median income for families with
their own children differed significantly
by family type. The median family
income for married two-parent families
($96,919) was more than two and a half
times that of male-headed single-parent
families ($37,600) and more than three
and a half times that of female-headed
single-parent families ($26,155).’

Despite significant increases in worker
productivity in the U.S. during the
2000s, the real incomes of most families

remained stagnant or decreased.® It was
the first business cycle (a predicable
long-term pattern of alternating periods
of economic growth and decline) during
which the median family income did
not rise.” Median incomes for working-
age households (headed by someone
under age 65) decreased by 10.2%
between 2000 and 2010.°

Over the past 30 years, the income
gap between the wealthiest families and
low- and middle-income families has
tripled, resulting in a greater
concentration of wealth at the top than
any time since 1928.7 Several factors
have contributed to this rising income
inequality, including a severe drop in
minimum wage, the stagnation of
wages and compensation, the decline of
unionization, high levels of
unemployment, high school and college
graduates starting at lower wages, and
degrees bringing less value over time.*

In Rhode Island, the average income
of the wealthiest 20% of families
increased by 99% (or $94,170) during
the past thirty years, while the average
income of the poorest 20% of families
increased by 12% (or $2,480). The
wealthiest 20% of families in Rhode
Island have average incomes that are
7.5 times larger than the average
incomes of the poorest 20% of families.
Rhode Island is among the top ten
states with the fastest growing income

inequality.’
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Median Family Income by Race and Ethnicity, Rhode Island, 2011-2013*

$80,000
$70,000
$60,000
$50,000
::g’zg: $40,420
$20,000

$0 EWE

$10,000
All Races White Asian Black

$78,294

$48,856

$33,481

ispanic ative ome er 'wo or
H #%  Nat S Oth T
American Race More Races

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2011-2013. Tables B19113, B19113A, B19113B, B19113C,
B19113D, B19113E B19113G, and B191131. *Median Family Income by race and ethnicity includes all families
because data for families with “own children” are not available by race and ethnicity. **Hispanics may be in any race
category.

@ The median income for White families in Rhode Island is higher than that of Asian

families, and much higher than that of Black, Hispanic, and Native American families."

4 Intergenerational income mobility is influenced by race and ethnicity. National
research shows that White children are more likely to move up the economic ladder,
while middle-income Black children are more likely to fall into lower income brackets.
In addition, 63% of Black children born into poor families stay in the lowest income
levels, compared to 32% of White children born into poor families."

@ According to the 2014 Rhode Island Standard of Need, it costs a single-parent family
with two young children $51,492 a year to pay basic living expenses, including housing,
food, health care, child care, transportation, and other miscellaneous items. This family
would need an annual income of $59,083 to meet this budget without government
subsidies."

4 Income support programs (including Rlte Care health insurance, child care subsidies,
SNAP/food stamp benefits, and the Earned Income Tax Credit) are critical for helping
low- and moderate-income working families in Rhode Island make ends meet."



Table 6. Median Family Income, Rhode Island, 2009-2013
2009-2013 MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME FOR
FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN UNDER AGE 18
1999 MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME ESTIMATES ESTIMATES
FOR FAMILIES WITH WITH HIGH WITH LOWER,
CHILDREN UNDER AGE 18 MARGINS ACCEPTABLE

CITY/TOWN (ADJUSTED TO 2013 DOLLARS¥%) OF ERROR%#% MARGINS OF ERROR
Barrington $124,137 $131,656
Bristol $74,555 $100,913
Burrillville $77,011 $71,013
Central Falls $30,768 $28,953
Charlestown $77,004 $72,054
Coventry $85,777 $83,156
Cranston $79,554 $80,105
Cumberland $95,473 $96,629
East Greenwich $151,764 $167,539
East Providence $68,329 $55,127
Exeter $102,391 $120,441
Foster $88,615 $79,728

Glocester $85,194 $91,327
Hopkinton $82,581 $85,071
Jamestown $111,248 $137,734
Johnston $79,186 $80,784
Lincoln $90,132 $98,803
Little Compton $79,239 $124,028

Middletown $77,313 $84,038
Narragansett $95,416 $103,654
New Shoreham $76,674 $106,071

Newport $60,290 $54,412
North Kingstown $93,368 $107,165
North Providence $70,591 $68,904
North Smithfield $99,353 $97,353
Pawtucket $46,921 $41,421
Portsmouth $94,193 $101,250
Providence $34,316 $33,154
Richmond $88,736 $116,500
Scituate $96,653 $87,083
Smithfield $93,738 $92,596
South Kingstown $95,437 $104,334
Tiverton $89,223 $91,103
Warren $74,854 $70,203
Warwick $79,741 $79,162
West Greenwich $98,072 $104,323
‘West Warwick $58,480 $53,558
Westerly $72,662 $64,375

‘Woonsocket $48,183 $31,307
Four Core Cities NA NA
Remainder of State NA NA
Rhode Island $70,681 $67,904

Median Family Income

Source of Data for Table/Methodology

References

Median family income data include only households with
children under age 18 who meet the U.S. Census
Bureau’s definition of a family. The U.S. Census
Bureau defines a family as a household that includes
a houscholder and one or more people living in the
same household who are related to the householder
by birth, marriage, or adoption.

*The 1999 median family income data are adjusted to
2013 constant dollars by multiplying 1999 dollar
values by 1.39803841 as recommended by the U.S.

Census Bureau.

The 2009-2013 data come from a Population Reference
Bureau analysis of 2009-2013 American Community
Survey data. The American Community Survey is a
sample survey, and therefore the median family
income is an estimate. The reliability of estimates
vary by community. In general, estimates for small
communities are not as reliable as estimates for larger
communities.

**The Margin of Error around the estimate is greater
than or equal to 25 percent of the estimate.

The Margin of Error is a measure of the reliability of the
estimate and is provided by the U.S. Census Bureau.
The Margin of Error means that there is a 90
percent chance that the true value is no less than the
estimate minus the Margin of Error and no more
than the estimate plus the Margin of Error. See the
Methodology Section for Margins of Errors for all
communities.

Core cities are Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence, and
Woonsocket.

NA: Median family income cannot be calculated for
combinations of cities and towns (i.e., Four Core
Cities and Remainder of State).

' U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
1-Year Estimates, 2013. Table B19125.

* U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
1-Year Estimates, 2013. Table R1902.

3 U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey,
3-Year Estimates, 2011-2013. Table B19126.

411 Mishel, L., Bivens, J., Gould, E. & Shierholz, H.
(2012). The state of working America: 12th edition.
Washington, DC: Economic Policy Institute.

> Thiess, R. (2011). EPI briefing paper: The Great
Recession’s long tail: Third anniversary underscores
severity of labor market woes. Washington, DC:
Economic Policy Institute.

¢Trisi, D., Sherman, A. & Broaddus, M. (2011). Poverty
rate second-highest in 45 years; record numbers lacked
health insurance, lived in deep poverty. Washington,
DC: Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.

7 Sherman, A. & Stone, C. (2010). Income gaps between
very rich and everyone else more than tripled in last
three decades, new data show. Washington, DC:
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.

 McNichol, E., Hall, D., Cooper, D. & Palacios, V.
(2012). Pulling apart: A state-by-state analysis of
income trends. Washington, DC: Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities & Economic Policy Institute.

1 U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
3-Year Estimates, 2011-2013. Tables B19113,
B19113A, B19113B, B19113C, B19113D,
B19113F B19113G, & B191131.

1215 The 2014 Rhode Island Standard of Need. (2014).
Providence, RI: The Economic Progress Institute.
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Cost of Housing

DEFINITION

Cost of housing is the percentage of
income needed by a very low-income
family to cover the average cost of rent.!
The U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) defines a
very low-income family as a family with
an income less than 50% of the median
family income. A cost burden exists
when more than 30% of a family’s
monthly income is spent on housing.

SIGNIFICANCE

Inadequate, costly, or crowded
housing has a negative impact on
children’s health, safety, and emotional
well-being and on a family’s ability to
meet a child’s basic needs. Children who
live in families with cost burdens may
live in low-quality and overcrowded
housing and move frequently, all of
which have been linked to lower
educational achievement.>?

The growth in families” housing
expenses has outpaced income growth,
both nationally and in Rhode Island.*’
In 2012, 23% of Rhode Island’s
155,803 working households spent
more than half of their income on
housing costs, making Rhode Island the
second most housing cost-burdened
state in New England.

In 2014, a worker would have to earn
$22.54 an hour and work 40 hours a

week year-round to be able to afford the
average rent in Rhode Island without a
cost burden. This hourly wage is nearly
three times the state’s 2014 minimum
wage of $8.00 per hour” In 2014, Rhode
Island required the 16th highest hourly
wage to afford the rent for a two-
bedroom home of any state.’

In 2014, the area median income for
families in Rhode Island was $73,695.°
Families with this income can afford to
purchase a median-priced, single-family
home in 22 of the 39 communities in
the state.” In 2013, the median cost of
a single-family home in Rhode Island
was $205,000, 31% higher than in
2001 but 28% lower than in 2006.'""

Federally-funded Section 8 housing
choice rental vouchers can help low-
income individuals and families afford
the high cost of housing; however there
are not enough vouchers to meet the
need. Long waiting periods are common
and housing authorities often close
waiting lists when there are more
families on the list than can be helped in
the near future.” Rhode Island’s FY
2015 budget increased the real estate
conveyance tax and allocated new
revenue to the Housing Resources
Commission, creating a dedicated
funding stream for housing subsidies
as well as homelessness prevention,

housing retention, and lead abatement.™
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Average Rent, Two-Bedroom Apartment, Rhode Island, 2005-2014
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Source: Rhode Island Housing, Annual Rent Surveys, 2005-2014. Rents include adjustments for the cost of heat, cooking
fuel, electricity, and hot water. Adjustments for utilities for each year vary according to HUD annual utility allowances.
The HUD utility allowance decreased in 2013, so average rents which include this allowance also decreased.

¢ Between 2005 and 2014, the average cost of rent in Rhode Island remained fairly
stable, increasing from $1,147 to $1,172 and continuing a trend of high rents that have
not decreased since the beginning of the housing crisis.” The percentage of renters in
Rhode Island who spent 30% or more of their household income on rent increased from
48% in 2005 to 52% in 2013. The percentage of homeowners who had a cost burden
due to their mortgages decreased slightly between 2005 and 2013, from 38% to 36%.'”

o
Cost of Heating and Other Utilities

# High energy costs make housing even less affordable for low-income families. Research
shows that children in households experiencing energy shutoffs also are at risk of hunger
and problems with health and development.”

4 Rhode Island state law prohibits utility shutoffs for protected customers (such as the
unemployed and low-income families with children under age two) and all customers facing
financial hardships during the moratorium period from November 1 through April 15.”

@ The federally-funded Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
provides financial assistance to Rhode Island’s low-income households to meet home
heating and energy costs.” In FY 2013, 27,731 low-income Rhode Island families
received heating assistance through LTHEAP.*



Table 7.

CITY/TOWN
Barrington
Bristol
Burrillville
Central Falls
Charlestown
Coventry
Cranston
Cumberland
East Greenwich
East Providence
Exeter*

Foster*
Glocester*
Hopkinton*
Jamestown*
Johnston
Lincoln

Little Compton*
Middletown
Narragansett
New Shoreham*
Newport

North Kingstown
North Providence
North Smithfield
Pawtucket
Portsmouth
Providence
Richmond*
Scituate
Smithfield

South Kingstown
Tiverton

Warren

Warwick

West Greenwich*
West Warwick
Westerly
Woonsocket
Four Core Cities
Remainder of State
Rbhode Island

Cost of Housing for Very Low-Income Families, Rhode Island, 2014
FAMILY INCOME

HOMEOWNERSHIP COSTS

RENTAL COSTS

2014
POVERTY LEVEL
FAMILY
OF THREE

$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
$19,790
819,790
819,790
819,790

2014
VERY LOW-
INCOME
FAMILY

$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$38,550
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$40,500
$32,500
$38,550
$40,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$40,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$32,500
$38,550
$32,500
$32,500
$33,704
$33,581

TYPICAL

MONTHLY

HOUSING

PAYMENT

$2,817
$2,010
$1,543

$873
$1,998
$1,365
$1,433
$1,778
$3,404
$1,389
$2,182
$1,638
$1,708
$1,669
$3,133
$1,463
$1,988
$3,564
$2,393
$2,492
$6,960
$2,748
$2,204
$1,331
$1,708
$1,117
$2,220

$866**
$1,732
$1,774
$1,719
$2,190
$1,765
$1,786
$1,318
$2,073
$1,288
$1,890
$1,160
$1,004
$2,134
$1,580

% INCOME NEEDED
FOR HOUSING
PAYMENT, VERY
LOW-INCOME FAMILY

104%
74%
57%
32%
74%
50%
53%
66%

126%
51%
81%
60%
63%
52%

116%
54%
73%

132%
71%
92%

217%
81%
81%
49%
63%
41%
66%
32%**
64%
66%
63%
81%
65%
66%
49%
77%
48%
59%
43%
37%
76%
56%

AVERAGE

RENT

2-BEDROOM
APARTMENT

$1,292
$1,232
$1,047

$893
$1,307
$1,156
$1,187
$1,223
$1,358
$1,232

$944

$944

$944

$979

$944
$1,275
$1,185

$944
$1,398
$1,278

$979
$1,424
$1,333
$1,207
$1,173
$1,021
$1,281
$1,126

$944
$1,240
$1,169
$1,301
$1,238
$1,155
$1,308

$944
$1,075
$1,167

$983
$1,006
$1,240
$1,172

% INCOME NEEDED
FOR RENT
POVERTY LEVEL
FAMILY OF THREE

78%
75%
63%
54%
79%
70%
72%
74%
82%
75%
57%
57%
57%
59%
57%
77%
72%
57%
85%
77%
59%
86%
81%
73%
71%
62%
78%
68%
57%
75%
71%
79%
75%
70%
79%
57%
65%
71%
60%
61%
75%
71%

% INCOME
NEEDED FOR RENT
VERY LOW-
INCOME FAMILY

48%
45%
39%
33%
48%
43%
44%
45%
50%
45%
35%
35%
35%
30%
35%
47%
44%
35%
41%
47%
30%
42%
49%
45%
43%
38%
38%
42%
35%
46%
43%
48%
46%
43%
48%
35%
40%
36%
36%
37%
44%
42%

Cost of Housing

Source of Data for Table/Methodology

2014 poverty level for a family of three as reported in:
Federal Register, 79(14), January 22, 2014, pages
3593-3594.

A very low-income family as defined by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) is a three-person family with income 50% of
the median family income and is calculated separately
for each of the three metropolitan areas comprising
Rhode Island. Reported by Rhode Island Housing
(2014). 2014 Rhode Island income limits for low- and
moderate-income households. Retrieved February 5,
2015, from www.rhodeislandhousing.org

Data on typical monthly housing payments are from
HousingWorks' RI 2014 housing fact book. (2014).
Providence, RI: HousingWorks RI. They are based
on the median selling price of a single-family home
using year-end 2013 data and calculated based on a
30-year mortgage at a 3.98% interest rate with a
3.5% down payment. The typical monthly housing
payment for the state comes from HousingWorks RI,
but core city and remainder of state are calculated
using un-weighted community darta.

Rhode Island Housing, Rhode Island Rent Survey, 2014.
Average rents are based on a survey of rents in Rhode
Island between January and December, 2014. 2014
rents are adjusted using HUD's utility allowance of
$223 for a two-bedroom apartment (includes heat,
cooking fuel, electricity, and hot water) unless the
listing stated that uilities were included in the rent,
in which case the adjustment was not made.

*Rhode Island Housing 2014 Rent Survey data are not
available. Average rent used for these communities is
the HUD 2014 Fair Market Rent for the metropolitan
area as reported by Rhode Island Housing.

The average rent calculated for the state as a whole, for
the remainder of state, and four core cities do not
include communities for which data from the Rent
Survey were not available.

Statewide average rent is calculated by taking an average
of all listings statewide. Rent averages for the four
core cities and the remainder of state are calculated
using un-weighted community data.

**Typical monthly housing payment for Providence does
not include the East Side and therefore cannot be
compared to data reported for Providence in
Factbooks prior to 2013.

Core cities are Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence, and
Woonsocket.

References are on page 171.
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Homeless Children

DEFINITION

Homeless children is the number of
children under age 18 who stayed at
homeless shelters, domestic violence
shelters or transitional housing facilities
in Rhode Island with their families. This
number does not include homeless and
runaway youth who are unaccompanied
by their families.

SIGNIFICANCE

In the United States, 2.5 million
children (one in 30) are homeless each
year.! Families can become homeless
due to lack of affordable housing,
unemployment, low-paying jobs, extreme
poverty and decreasing government
supports. Other causes include domestic
violence, mental illness, substance abuse,
and frayed social support networks.>*4

Compared with their peers, homeless
children are more likely to become ill,
(particularly with illnesses such as
stomach problems, ear infections, and
asthma), develop mental health issues
(such as anxiety, depression, and
withdrawal), experience significant
educational disruption, and exhibit
delinquent or aggressive behaviors.
Homeless children go hungry at twice
the rate of other children.’

Families that have experienced
homelessness have higher rates of family
separation than other low-income
families, with children separated from
their parents due to shelter rules, state

intervention, and/or parents’ desires to
protect their children from homelessness.
Homeless children are more likely to
have been placed in foster care (12%)
than other children (1%). Homelessness
also can be a barrier to reunification;
it is estimated that more than 30% of
children in foster care in the U.S. could
return home if their parents had
adequate housing.®

In 2014, 535 families with children
stayed at an emergency homeless shelter,
domestic violence shelter, or transitional
housing facility in Rhode Island. These
families included 986 children. Children
made up 24% of the people who used
emergency homeless shelters, domestic
violence shelters, and transitional
housing in 2014, and half (49%) of
these children were under age six.” Other
families are on the state’s family shelter
waiting list, awaiting placement when a
slot opens up. During 2014, United Way
211 received 47,991 calls from
individuals and families seeking
emergency shelter, 62,249 calls seeking
affordable housing, and 8,570 calls
related to foreclosure prevention.®

In December 2014, Rhode Island
had the fourth highest unemployment
rate (6.8%) in the U.S. and Rhode
Island continues to have a high
foreclosure rate.”" In 2014, the average
rent for a two-bedroom apartment in
Rhode Island was $1,172 or 85% of the
monthly earnings of a full-time worker

earning the minimum wage.'"?
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Rhode Island’s Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness

4 In 2012, Rhode Island released a statewide strategic plan to transform the provision of
services to decrease the number of homeless individuals and families. Rhode Island’s plan
(Opening Doors Rhode Island) is based on a comparable federal initiative called Opening
Doors, the Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness."®

4 Rhode Island’s plan includes a focus on family homelessness. The plan recommends
creating housing options for families involved with the Department of Children